
1 
 

 
Vocational Technical Education as a Panacea to Education 

Dilemma: The Nigeria Perspective 
 
 

By 
 

DR. AZUBUIKE P. IDU 
School of Primary Education, 

Federal College of Education (Technical), 
 Omoku. 

 
And 

 
JACKSON I. NDIDI 

School of Vocational Education 
Federal College of Education (Technical), 

 Omoku. 
 
 
 
Abstract 

The study focused on meeting the challenges of education dilemma 
through vocational technical education (VTE). This study becomes 
imperative considering the fact that Nigeria though endowed with vast 
human and economic potentials, has not attained a functional 
educational perspective that will lead to the desired economic and 
technological growth. The paper examines the concept of education, 
meaning of vocational and technical education, issues relating to its 
functionality, its importance and relevance in curbing education 
dilemma. The paper concludes by advocating for a practical VTE and 
recommends amongst others; provision of facilities in institutions 
offering vocational education, proper staffing with vocationally 
educated personnel rather than segmental specialists, a better 
relationship between industries and institutions offering VTE, dual 
control be established to enable VTE operate as a core unit and direct 
appropriation of fund etc. 
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Education as a philosophical concept has been difficult to define. What is 
education? What is education meant to do in/and for people and how do we know that 
education is taking place or has taken place? These are pertinent questions which are 
generally asked. Answers to these questions have over time varied from one social 
milieu to another and even in the same social milieu over time. Generally, education 
and the educative process remain dynamic; consequently, the expected end of education 
and the educative process remain for life now and preparation for future living. What 
kind of education will best prepare the youths for the world in which they will actually 
live during or in their adult life? It therefore implies that education and its process 
given today should prepare the individual for tomorrow’s living. 
 
 Education is a prerequisite for the nation’s development. It is a process through 
which a human being is developed into a useful citizen. Education has been given 
different definitions by different educationists, for instance, Gbamanja (1997), defined 
it as a continuous process of development which brings about changes in behavior of 
the learner. Daramola (2006) highlighted orally that education is meant to provide well 
behaved individuals in the society and persons who have the ability to analyze and 
organize ideas to be able to contribute meaningfully towards the development of the 
society in which they live. 
 
 To the social scientist, education is seen as the process of preparing the 
individual to adjust to varying situations of interacting with other members of the 
society in the exchange of goods and services; allocation of scarce resources and wise 
use of his potentials in the society he finds himself. On the other hand, the scientist sees 
education as a process of preparing the individual to be able to interpret his 
environment rationally and be able to adjust and adapt to technological and scientific 
changes in finding solution to the society’s problems in an ever changing environment. 
 
 To the teacher, education is a process of bringing the new societal recruit as a 
result of birth or residence to embrace the social decorum and practice in the society for 
self enhancement. It is in this perspective that Igborgbor (2000) operationally defined 
education as the acquisition of needed competencies for life in the society. The role 
which education should play in the developing countries have been variously viewed 
from difference perspectives (Fafunwa, 1984 and Olaitan, 1996). To some, education 
should play the key role of assisting individuals to have a comfortable environment for 
themselves which to others, it should develop abilities and potentials in the citizens of 
the country; their skills and other forms of behavior of positive and sometimes of 
negative value to the society in which he or she lives. The development of abilities and 
skills in the citizenry has been one of the main factors propelling the education policies 
of developing countries as they geared towards making the people comfortable and at 
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the same time enabling them to harness the natural resources for which nature has 
endowed them, thus, brining about sustainable development. 
 
Vocational and Technical Education: An Overview 
 As it concerns nations, VTE is a viable development strategy that enables a 
nation to use their human and material resources to alleviate the state from poverty, 
dependence, ignorance and disease. VTE equips the individual to acquire saleable skills 
and ability to set one’s own goals and realizing these set goals as much as possible 
through one’s effort using one’s own factors. 
 
 The National Policy on Education (FRN 2004) defined VTE as that form of 
education which prepares the individual to acquire practical skills, basic and scientific 
knowledge and attitude required as craft men and technicians at sub-professional level. 
This implies the totality of experience or learning in various educational process of 
general education, science and technology culminating in the acquisition of practical 
skills, attitude, behavior and knowledge and in different fields of human dynamics. 
According to Okorie & Ezeji (1988) Vocational Technical Education is that aspect of 
education designed to prepare skilled workers for industry, agriculture, commerce and 
so on which usually provided at the upper secondary level. Further, Ihemekpen and 
Oseloka (1997) defined VTE as that aspect of education which is mainly concerned 
with the preparation of individuals for skilled performance on tasks. The above 
definitions give credence to the fact that VTE instruction in our institutions of learning 
will enable individual students to become familiar with the values of a work oriented 
society and to integrate such values into their lives in such a way that work becomes 
possible, meaningful and satisfying to each individual. 
 
Issues in Vocational Technical Education 
 The success and failure of VTE depends to a large extent on the quality of the 
sector. As far as VTE is concerned, there are pertinent issues that impede its full 
realization, and they will be discussed under the following sub-headings: 

1. Programmes of Vocational Educations: Teacher education programmes in 
vocational education in Nigeria has been on a 3 or 4 year pre-service training. 
Usually, the teacher-trainee is expose to academic work of six semesters and 
two semesters of teaching practice. Courses offered tot he agricultural 
education teacher-trainee for example are; specialist-oriented with emphasis on 
mental faculty cultivation rather than the development of habit psychology 
which is production oriented. Thus, the agricultural education teacher-trainee 
has overcrowded time table with many courses that are not practical oriented. 
This is part stemmed from the fact that most the teachers preparing agricultural 
educationists are not agricultural educationist themselves. 
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2. Staffing: In any human enterprise the importance of personnel (the teacher) 
and his quality cannot be ignored. At the secondary school and to an 
appreciable extent in tertiary institutions, vocational agriculture is taught as a 
segment of agriculture is taught as a segment of agriculture such as Animal 
Science, Crop Science without basis for production implications. The reasons 
for this approach may have stemmed from the teachers being segmental 
specialist in agriculture and adherence to the traditional subject based 
curriculum; trained teachers of vocational agriculture are lacking. 

3. Programme Intake: Just as quality of teaching or motivating personnel 
influence the quality of programme, the type of persons admitted into 
vocational education affects the quality of programme graduates. In most 
universities, vocational education departments are fed by graduates of College 
of Education and those “squeezed out” from other departments especially 
where they run pre-degree programmes. Many of these “squeezed out” students 
are deficient in the standard needed for vocational courses and most times not 
interested in the course and as a result may not benefit from the programme and 
would not contribute to the success and development of the sector. 

4. Infrastructure and Equipment: Facilities and infrastructure for teaching 
vocational courses that are activity stimulating are lacking in most of the 
institutions. This berates the extension of training theory which states that 
vocational education will be as effective as the training environment is a 
replicate of where the trainee will work after graduating. 

5. Teaching Method: In schools, vocational subjects are treated and handled like 
the literary arts and have remained theoretical. The courses are not 
standardised. In some institutions, agricultural education is offered as education 
agriculture with 60-65% of course offering in faculty of agriculture, thus 
influencing the teaching method. Emphasis is on preparation for examination 
rather than preparation for the world of work. 

6. Funding: Vocational Education is still seen as just education for the manual 
worker. Consequently, attention is not given to it in both national and state 
budgets to the level that can liberate it from the clutches of general education. 
Rather residuals or attempts to convert vocational school to comprehensive 
model schools are advocated for the reason of financial economy. 

7. Employment: There is general lack of information about vocational education 
in Nigeria. This has arisen from the misconceptions about the curriculum 
content of vocational education. The typical B. Sc graduate is considered 
superior to H. N. D graduate in same field. Consequently, the HND personnel 
that has been vocationally educated is rated to a 2nd level position and suffers 
unemployment. 

8. Frequent Change of Educational Policies by Government: Vocational 
education as a relatively new type of education needs time to mature but this 
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has been fraught with series of changes in educational policies since Ashby’s 
report on vocational technical education. 

9. Poor Relationship between School and Industry: Vocational education 
institutions have operated in line with traditional school curriculum without 
cognizance of what is happening in the industry. Although attempts are now 
being made to integrate students into the industry through students Industrial 
Work Experience Scheme, the impact of industries in the curriculum of school 
is virtually zero. 

 
Relevance of VTE to Curbing Educational Dilemma 
The relevance will be discussed in the various areas of vocational technical education 
which include; agriculture, business and administration, industry, home economics. 
Agriculture: Agriculture is a minibus word in which many occupations or areas of 
specialization are encapsulated and need occupational training. These include 
apiculture, floriculture, pomology, snailry, cutting grass breeding, dog breeding, seed 
multiplication and olericulture. These areas need skill and competence in which their 
effective application would meet the projected self sufficiency and sustainability in 
food production. The role of vocational education in Biodiversity cannot be over-
emphasized. 
Industry: The utilization of scientific discoveries and technology in manufacturing 
need the engagement of personnel that are occupationally educated. Metals need to 
recycled from scraps to useful materials; same for the transformation of agricultural 
produce to increase shelf-life. Wasters, both industrial and agricultural need to be 
converted to useful and durable materials. VTE encourages the establishment of local 
industries through entrepreneurship education such as local dying of clothes, (Adire), 
weaving of different materials, pottery, smiting, fabrication and welding (both surface 
and underwater) with aim of empowering the citizenry and reducing unemployment; 
thereby alleviating poverty. 
Business and Administration: The modern day business requires understanding of the 
principles of visible and invisible trades (commonly referred to as service). The 
technicalities of investment rest or reside in vocational education as it exposes the 
competencies needed for transaction both within and outside one’s domain. Effective 
organization and investment require the competencies of being able to interpret 
prevailing market forces and thus, influence entrepreneurship drive which is ultimate in 
unemployment reduction or inversely put as employment generation. 
 
 The country is a developing one and like other developing countries of the 
world, there is need for the fast-tracking of economic activities of growth and 
development to increase productivity, innovation and competition in ways that are 
rational and don not compromise the well being of the future. 
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Home Economics: This is an integral part of vocational education that is recognized as 
a type of education that empowers young people and adults to become self-reliant and 
stimulates setting up of private business for wealth creation (Okoro, 2000). According 
to Ovute (2005) Home Economics education can help individuals (male and female) 
acquire basic skills needed for gainful employment and family living. Home economics 
programmes according to Anyakoha (2008) include food and nutrition, child 
development, clothing and textiles, home management, housing and home furnishing 
related areas and so on. All these diverse roles put together will bring about 
sustainability of Nigerian education system and will go a long way to producing skilled 
graduates that will be job creators and who will effectively function well in their places 
of work. 
 
Conclusion 
 Education is a focal point of national development. Today, the educational 
sector is under the siege of global challenges. Yet its survival is critical and imperative 
if the society is to survive. There is a need for concerted effort aimed at survival of the 
educational system. Some of these needs can be met through VTE. As the technologies 
become more advanced and more available, there is a significant opportunity to 
improve significantly the quality of life of the nation. Vocational education as an aspect 
of education, if well positioned will enhance and promote development, therefore it 
should be made functional and practical. 
 
Recommendations 
 In the face of the emerging relevance of vocational education, the following 
recommendations are proffered: 

1. VTE should be integrated at all levels of education. 
2. Staffing of vocational education institution should be improved upon to have a 

near total vocational educated personnel rather than segmental specialists. 
More so, in-service training programmes should be part and parcel of education 
as it stands to upgrade the existing workers and teachers in the field. 

3. Programme intake must be individuals that have high aptitudes in the necessary 
subjects for a particular vocational education course. 

4. Provision of facilities in institutions offering vocational education should be 
improved to meet standards bearing in mind the required standard in the 
industries. 

5. Government should have direct appropriation of fund for vocational education 
rather than treating it as a sub-unit of general education. 

6. A better relationship should be established between industries and institutions 
offering vocational education. That is the curriculum of institutions offering 
vocational education should be influenced and to appreciable extent directed by 
industries where the graduates are to be employed. 
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